
 

 
SCOTLAND 

 

 

 
 

 

Fiona McQuaker 
 
Fiona has played for Scotland in the women’s team on 
numerous occasions, including reaching the semi-final of 
the World Games in Wroclaw and the Venice Cup in 
Wuhan. This is her first Camrose appearance as a player. 
She is a chartered accountant working in Edinburgh. Fiona 
has recently taken up fantasy football and was quietly 
amused to find herself at the top of the Butler and the 
Scottish bridge players fantasy football league in the same 
week. 
 

 

Liz McGowan  
  
Scotland’s most successful woman player, Liz played in the 
British Women’s Team from 1988-2000, winning two 
European Championships and finishing runner-up in two 
World Olympiads. She also won the 1996 inaugural World 
Mixed Teams with Heather Dhondy when the two were 
eliminated from the Venice Cup and, while drowning their 
sorrows in the bar, “chatted up” the Icelandic men who 
had suffered the same fate in the Bermuda Bowl. She is 
Scotland’s only World and European Grand Master, and 
heads the Scottish Master Point rankings by some distance. 
She has been playing bridge for longer than she cares to 
admit, and is very grateful for all the opportunities the 
game has given her to travel and make friends all over the 
world. 
 

 
 

Sam Punch and Stephen Peterkin 
  
Stephen and Sam formed a partnership 11 years ago and 
have played six Camroses together and they were on the 
winning team for the Commonwealth’s transnational 
teams in Glasgow. This year they hope to play in the open 
Europeans together in Madeira (Covid permitting).  



 

Stephen is a regular BBO operator and a classically trained 
pianist but more recently was teaching English to students 
from across Europe until Covid hit. 
  
Sam has played in the Scottish women’s team since 2008 
and is Professor of Sociology at the University of Stirling 
where she is leading several research projects on the 
Sociology of Bridge. Bridge: A MindSport for All (BAMSA) 
has had two academic papers recently published and a new 
website is about to be launched (bridgemindsport.org). 
You are all invited to participate in the virtual BAMSA 
conference 28 June-1 July 2021 bringing together 
academics, practitioners and policy makers in the bridge 
world to discuss the opportunities and challenges of the 
new bridge normal. Contact bamsa@stir.ac.uk for more 
info. 
 

 

 

Brian Short 
 
Brian played bridge for Great Britain on 3 occasions 
before Scotland got international autonomy, with long-
time partner Sandy Duncan.  This is his 54th Camrose cap 
for Scotland, with series wins on two occasions and one 
tie, and he has made multiple European and Olympiad 
appearances in Open, Senior and mixed events, with five 
different partners.  He won the Gold Cup in 2006 and has 
multiple wins in every major Scottish event, including 
Scotland’s premier teams competition (the Scottish Cup) 
on 13 occasions.   Two sons, a daughter and 6 
grandchildren keep him busy and as eldest son lives in 
Melbourne and the younger in Switzerland, Kate and he 
have plenty of excuse to travel. 
 

 

Alan Goodman 
 
Alan has played Camrose, European and Olympiad for 
Scotland's Open and Senior teams and captained a number 
of different Scottish teams over the last 13 years. He is 
married with three grown up girls and one 9 year old 
grandson. Past captain of my local golf club, he is now free 
to enjoy playing whenever lockdown and weather permits. 
Following Newcastle United remains his most frustrating 
pastime! 

http://bridgemindsport.org/
mailto:bamsa@stir.ac.uk


 

 Mike Ash and Robert Ferrari – Reserves 
 
Mike and Robert have played together, on and off, for 
over 50 years.  Robert is still working full time helping to 
run a large group of hotels and holiday parks whilst Mike 
is semi-retired, although he is just finishing an eight-year 
term as a non-executive director of a very large NHS 
board and has just started a Masters degree course at a 
nearby university. 
 
Their main qualification to be 'standby pair' for this event 
is that they have good wifi! 
 

 

Anne Symons (NPC) 
 
Anne has been a regular member of the womens team for 
many years, and has also represented Scotland in Camrose, 
and Mixed Teams. She still works as a pharmacist 2-3 days 
a week but looks forward to retiring in a few months time. 
She has had some experience of captaincy at Camrose, 
Junior and Senior levels and is getting better at containing 
her excitement while watching her team play online. 
 
 

 


